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Unsustainable Energy Sources:  
Burning the Candle at Both Ends
Beyond the need for food and some of the consequences of efforts and activities 
in this regard, the earth is also being compromised by lifestyle and consumption 
choices. The use of energy offers an important example of the dilemma. One of 
the key components of sustainable development is that it does no harm to future 
generations. The global demand for coal, oil, and other nonrenewable sources 
of energy taxes the environment and calls attention to the fragile nature of the 
world’s resources.

Persistent demands for economic development have exacerbated this problem as 
the need for energy continues to grow. The world has relied extensively on oil for its 
industrial development, but the oil supply is limited. One alternative has been the 
development of nuclear energy. Although it was once popular with the United 
States, Japan, and parts of Europe as a source of cleaner and more efficient energy, 
there have always been concerns about its safety and potentially severe or even cata-
strophic human and environmental impacts. Among the more notable examples of 
the possible consequences were the nuclear plant meltdowns in the United States at 
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Source: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, “World Food Situation: FAO Food Price Index,” http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/
foodpricesindex/en.

Note: The FAO Food Price Index is a measure of the monthly change in international prices of a basket of food commodities. It consists of the average of 
five commodity group price indices (representing fifty-five quotations), weighted with the average export shares of each of the groups for 2002 to 2004.


